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                There are places that rest tangibly on the Earth's surface, and places that flourish only in the imagination, and places that site their existence within a moral geography, and a few places, not many, Bor Island among them, that manage to fuse all these settings together. In truth, Bor belongs with that long tradition of island Arcadias that have attracted Western thinkers since well before Thomas More in 1516 gave them the name they now have: Utopia. What makes Bor Island unique is that its informing theme is fire.
The tangible Bor Island is a 50-ha patch of sand and Scots pine along the east bank of the Yenesey River halfway between Krasnoyarsk and the Arctic Ocean. It sits close to the geographic center of Russia. Its imaginative existence appeared in 1992 when Johann Georg Goldammer, a German forester turned ecologist, saw its potential as a site for an international experiment and named it after a small village, Bor (Russian for “conifer forest”), a few kilometers to the north. It is a contained space, surrounded by marsh and river, an ideal setting for an experiment, but especially for one with fire. It metamorphosed into a moral landscape when it passed through the portal of Goldammer's idealism. The international cadre of scientists who conducted the burning came from countries that two years before had been Cold War rivals, and this made Bor Island an experiment in political ecology as well. Its immolating fire could be imagined as a kind of Ragnarrok, the world-ending blaze of Norse mythology, intended to burn away the legacies of the old regime. More broadly, the conifer-clad isle was a quirky microcosm of Earth, the only planet known to have fire, and of how its dominant, uniquely fire-using creature might inhabit it. Our species' monopoly over fire has granted people a defining ecological power, but as we moved from burning savannas to burning fossil fuels, we unhinged the dynamics of the planet.
    
    
         
    


            
            




        


        


        

    








 
    

    
        
    
                
                    Issue Section:

                        Nonfiction
                


    



 
    

    
        
 
    


                    
                        You do not currently have access to this article.
                    

                

                
                    Download all slides
                

                    
         
    


                
    
        

 
    

    
         
    


                

            

        


            
                

    
        
    
        
            
                    Sign in


                    
                        
                        Get help with access
                    
            

        


            
    
        

    	
                    
                        
                    
                    
                        Association for the Study of Literature and Environment members

                        
    Sign in through society site
    



                    

            






 
    


            


        
    
            Personal account


    	Sign in with email/username & password
	Get email alerts
	Save searches
	Purchase content
	Activate your purchase/trial code



            
                    
                    Sign in
                    

                
                                    Register
            

    


    
    Institutional access


    	
            
                Sign in through your institution
                

            
        
	
                Sign in with a library card
                            Sign in with username/password
                              Recommend to your librarian
        


        Institutional account management

        Sign in as administrator



        



    

        Get help with access


        Institutional access


        
            Access to content on Oxford Academic is often provided through institutional subscriptions and purchases. If you are a member of an institution with an active account, you may be able to access content in one of the following ways:
        


        IP based access


        
            Typically, access is provided across an institutional network to a range of IP addresses. This authentication occurs automatically, and it is not possible to sign out of an IP authenticated account.
        


        Sign in through your institution


        
            Choose this option to get remote access when outside your institution. Shibboleth/Open Athens technology is used to provide single sign-on between your institutionâ€™s website and Oxford Academic.
        


        	Click Sign in through your institution.
	Select your institution from the list provided, which will take you to your institution's website to sign in.
	When on the institution site, please use the credentials provided by your institution. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.


        
            If your institution is not listed or you cannot sign in to your institutionâ€™s website, please contact your librarian or administrator.
        


        Sign in with a library card


        
            Enter your library card number to sign in. If you cannot sign in, please contact your librarian.
        


        Society Members


        
            Society member access to a journal is achieved in one of the following ways:
        


        Sign in through society site


        
            Many societies offer single sign-on between the society website and Oxford Academic. If you see â€˜Sign in through society siteâ€™ in the sign in pane within a journal:
        


        	Click Sign in through society site.
	When on the society site, please use the credentials provided by that society. Do not use an Oxford Academic personal account.
	Following successful sign in, you will be returned to Oxford Academic.



        
            If you do not have a society account or have forgotten your username or password, please contact your society.
        


        Sign in using a personal account


        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members. See below.
        


        Personal account


        
            A personal account can be used to get email alerts, save searches, purchase content, and activate subscriptions.
        

        
            Some societies use Oxford Academic personal accounts to provide access to their members.
        


        Viewing your signed in accounts


        
            Click the account icon in the top right to:
        


        	View your signed in personal account and access account management features.
	View the institutional accounts that are providing access.



        Signed in but can't access content


        
            Oxford Academic is home to a wide variety of products. The institutional subscription may not cover the content that you are trying to access. If you believe you should have access to that content, please contact your librarian.
        


        Institutional account management


        
            For librarians and administrators, your personal account also provides access to institutional account management. Here you will find options to view and activate subscriptions, manage institutional settings and access options, access usage statistics, and more.
        


    

    
        Close access help modal
    




    



 
    



    
            
        Purchase

            
                Subscription prices and ordering for this journal            
            
    
            
                Purchasing options for books and journals across Oxford Academic
            


            
                Short-term Access


                    
                        
                            To purchase short-term access, please sign in to your personal account above.
                        

                        
                            Don't already have a personal account? Register
                        

                    


                East of the Wind and West of the Rain - 24 Hours access
                
                        
                            EUR €39.00
                        

                        
                            GBP £34.00
                        

                        
                            USD $42.00
                        

                

                
            


    



    
        Rental

        
            
                
            

            
                This article is also available for rental through DeepDyve.
            

        

    

 
    


                

            

    




    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    

 

    

 

    

    
        



        


    
            
                Citations

                    
    
        

 
    


                    

                            

                    
                Views

                
                    90

                

            

                    
                    Altmetric

                    
    
            
    

         
 
    


                    



            

                    
                
                    
                    More metrics information
                
            

    




                
                    




    
            Metrics


            
                
                    
                        Total Views
                        90
                    

                    
                        
                            54
                            Pageviews
                        

                        
                            36
                            PDF Downloads
                        

                                            

                

                Since 11/1/2016

            


            
            
                


                
                    	Month:	Total Views:
	November 2016	1
	December 2016	1
	January 2017	2
	February 2017	6
	July 2017	4
	September 2017	2
	October 2017	3
	January 2018	2
	March 2018	1
	April 2018	3
	May 2018	2
	June 2018	3
	July 2018	3
	January 2019	2
	March 2019	3
	May 2019	3
	August 2019	1
	November 2019	2
	December 2019	1
	January 2020	4
	February 2020	4
	March 2020	1
	April 2020	1
	May 2020	3
	July 2020	1
	September 2020	1
	October 2020	3
	March 2021	2
	May 2021	1
	November 2021	3
	January 2022	2
	February 2022	1
	April 2022	1
	August 2022	2
	September 2022	2
	October 2022	1
	November 2022	2
	April 2023	3
	June 2023	3
	November 2023	2
	December 2023	1
	February 2024	1


                

            



        
            Citations

                
    
        

 
    


                    Powered by Dimensions
                

                    



        
            Altmetrics

            

    
            
    

         
 
    

            

        






    

                        ×
                    

                

        


 
    

    
        
    
        Email alerts

                
                    Article activity alert
                

                
                    Advance article alerts
                

                
                    New issue alert
                

                    
                Receive exclusive offers and updates from Oxford Academic
            

        
            

            
                
            
        

    

 
    

    
            


 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            	
                
                    Latest
                

            
	
                
                    Most Read
                

            
	
                
                    Most Cited
                

            


        






    




            
                    


    


    



        
Decolonizing the Desert: From Necropolitical Dynamics to Ubuntu Communal Re-Imaginings in Nnedi Okorafor’s Noor (2021)    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Noah’s Arkive. By Jeffrey J. Cohen and Julian Yates    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Coral Lives: Literature, Labor, and the Making of America. By Michele Currie Navakas    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
What Is Extinction? A Natural and Cultural History of Last Animals. By Joshua Schuster    



 






        
            
        







    


    



        
Thick Language and the Ecological Stuplime in Juliana Spahr’s Well Then There Now (2011)    



 






        
            
        






                    

            





        
        
        
        
        
 
    

    
            
        More from Oxford Academic

            
                Arts and Humanities
            

            
                Environment
            

            
                Literature
            

            
                Social Sciences
            


            
                Books
            

            
                Journals
            

    

 
    


    




    



    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    













                

            
    


        
        


        
            


    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

                    
                close advertisement
            
    


 
    


    


    
            
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    



    



    	
    About ISLE

	
    Editorial Board

	
    Author Guidelines

	
    Contact Us

	
    Facebook


	
    Twitter

	
    Purchase

	
    Recommend to your Library

	
    Advertising and Corporate Services

	
    Journals Career Network







        
            

    
                        


        
            	Online ISSN 1759-1090
	Print ISSN 1076-0962
	Copyright © 2024 Association for the Study of Literature and Environment


        



    


 
    


    
        
    
        



    
    



	About Oxford Academic
	Publish journals with us
	University press partners
	What we publish
	New features 





	Authoring
	Open access
	Purchasing
	Institutional account management
	Rights and permissions





	Get help with access
	Accessibility
	Contact us
	Advertising
	Media enquiries





	Oxford University Press
	News
	Oxford Languages
	University of Oxford





Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide








	Copyright © 2024 Oxford University Press
	Cookie settings
	Cookie policy
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice










 
    


        

    

    

    


        








    



    
        
    

    Close




    
        

    

    Close






    
        This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

        Sign In or Create an Account

    

    Close




    This PDF is available to Subscribers Only

    View Article Abstract & Purchase Options
    
        For full access to this pdf, sign in to an existing account, or purchase an annual subscription.

    

    Close


 
    


    







    
    














    
    
    
        
            
        











    


    
    
    
    

    



    

    
    




    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

